Guards, and subsequently as a very highly successful practitioner in Belgravia; his professional education was received at University College, London . He had been honorary surgeon to the Department of Science and Art, South Kensington, but attained even greater fame as an artist than m his own profession; etching was the branch of art in which he stood pre-eminent. Sir meal. Mr. Selby-Bigge, who provides a prefatory note to the report, is of opinion that one of the most useful by-products of this Act, and of the medical provisions of the Act of 1907, is the stimulus given to the formation of local " children's care committees " and similar voluntary agencies, which, by the help of the children under their care, are able to obtain influence in the home and thus to combat ignorance and prejudice.
Among those teachers who have superintended the distribution,, the opinion is general that much improvement in manners and cleanliness of the children is to be noticed as the result of meals taken in common >, with the cheerful surroundings of clean linen flowers, and plants.
Prevention of Abortion in France.
M. Louis Bartiion, Minister of Justice, proposes'
to modify Article 317 of the Penal code which deals with the prevention of abortion. He is of opinion that legislation actually in force is no longer capable of coping with the trend of modern ideas, and that repressive measures become more and more uncertain in their effects as the law now stands. Thus in 1905, out of fifty-four accused only three were imprisoned, and thirty-eight were acquitted.. Tn 1906 and 1907 the proportion of acquitted toaccused stood at. much the same figure, and in 1908; only one out of sixty-six accused was sent to prison, The Minister asks the sanction of Parliament to impose a penalty of from six months' to three years' imprisonment, with a fine of from 100 to 3,000 francs, on anyone who, by administering foodstuffs, potions, or medicines, or by violence or any other means whatsoever, has procured abortion in any pregnant woman, such penalties to apply equally to any woman who has procured abortion by any means upon herself. He proposes also to increase the penalties in the case of doctors, surgeons, health officers, and pharmacists who have indicated or made use of the means of procuring abortion. Lastly, he seeks power under the proposed law toinflict the above-mentioned penalties of fine and imprisonment on any person who at a public meeting or in a public place shall have indicated the means of procuring abortion, or on any person who shall have caused the dissemination of manuscript, printed matter, books, advertisements, designs, engravings, pictures, remedies, instruments, or any other objects relative to abortion, whether these have been sold or exposed for sale, even in private, ..or exposed, distributed, or advertised either in-, public or through the post, or by domiciliary visitation, or any other method of transport, the penalties-to be inflicted whether the advice, etc., so given) was effective or otherwise.
